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Zion United Church 
Woodend Rd, Frampton Cotterell, Bristol, BS36 2HY 
  

10:30am Sunday 6 July 2025 
  
Reading:  
2 Timothy 2:1-13 

 
Sermon: 2 Timothy 2:1-13 
 
I’m guessing that last week, as you started looking at 2 Timothy, you probably were told 
that there is a view that this was written by Paul while in prison in Rome – his last 
sentence prior to his execution. 
 
There is a suggestion that Timothy (and Titus, whose letter was probably written about 
the same time) were effectively acting as bishops – maybe even directly appointed by 
Paul. Either way, the letters to Timothy and Titus are generally referred to collectively as 
the Pastoral Epistles. 
 
Paul’s focus is to encourage them in repudiating false teachings that were circulating. 
Hence his emphasis on restating the essentials of faith. 
 
Within this morning’s reading Paul is emphasising the need for perseverance. 
 
Perseverance is defined in the Cambridge Dictionary as - continued effort to do or 
achieve something, even when this is difficult or takes a long time. It is about keeping 
going no matter what. Someone might persevere to learn to ride a bike, or to develop a 
new skill. 
 
I had a lovely afternoon yesterday after Leigh Maydew’s son Josh texted to ask if we 
could do something together. He loves to have one to one time, and doesn’t really care 
what it is doing, as long as there’s time to chat and have fun. For reasons I’m still not 
entirely sure about we ended up playing with some old remote control toys that he had 
seen while helping tidy my loft. 
 
He quickly mastered control of a remote control Land Rover – tearing around my garage, 
skidding and enjoying a few simple challenges. 
 
The small helicopter though was a different story. I teased him that surely as an Air Cadet 
that should have been easy for him – but true to the maxim that helicopters are the 
hardest things to fly – he struggled to balance the need to get the right amount of power 
to control the level of ascent and descent while trying to turn the helicopter to face in the 
correct direction, and then pull forward or backward. Especially when I then challenged 
him to take off from the floor, and fly up and land on the top shelf… 
 
But he was determined and after a couple of hours (longer than expected because 
helicopters can only fly for so long without needing to be recharged!) – and he did it!!! 
 
Paul uses the examples of the sort of single mindedness required for such perseverance; 
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A soldier whose focus is to please their enlisting officer – they need to train hard to be 
able to complete the tasks required of them, while keeping uniform in perfect condition. 
It was interesting last year to watch a channel 5 series charting the efforts of the 
Grenadier Guards – whose uniforms and drill are exemplary at such events as Trooping 
the Colour, or while on guard duty at Buckingham Palace. But don’t be fooled, these are 
not performing seals, all looks and no action – because they can just as easily be in full 
combat dress and serving in war zones around the world. There are real soldiers – tough 
as nails, whose training and discipline allows them to make arduous jobs look 
straightforward. 
 
An athlete cannot win without putting in the effort required under the rules. I recently 
watched an hour long programme charting the life and achievements of British Olympic 
diver Tom Daley – the dedication necessary to achieve world beating performance, and a 
singlemindedness that allowed him to do this despite ridicule and bullying from peers at 
school, and then competing in the shadow of his father’s cancer and inevitable passing. 
 
A farmer who having put in all the work to produce a harvest should have first pick of the 
crops. Whatever you might think of TV personality Jeremy Clarkson, it is hard to watch his 
Amazon series ‘Clarkson’s Farm’ without being impressed by the level of work required of 
our farmers – for little if any real reward. In the first series, after a year of hard work, the 
last episode showed him being advised by his financial manager, that he’d made less 
than £100! He champions the British Farmers who are reliant on their farming for their 
livelihood. 
 
In the gospels, Jesus gives the example of how we need to persevere. He tells of a 
woman who continually ‘pesters’ a judge, wearing him down until such point as he grants 
her petition. The comparison is made by our need to persevere in prayer so that God 
might answer us. 
 
When I was preparing for examining the topic of perseverance, as with most people these 
days, I turned to Google, which in turn pointed me to Wikipedia. 
 
Perseverance is a car-sized Mars rover designed to explore the Jezero crater on Mars as 
part of NASA's Mars 2020 mission. It is autonomous and four main science 
objectives that support the Mars Exploration Program's science goals: 

 Looking for habitability: identify past environments that were capable of 
supporting microbial life. 

 Seeking biosignatures: seek signs of possible past microbial life in those 
habitable environments, particularly in specific rock types known to preserve 
signs over time. 

 Caching samples: collect core rock and regolith (unconsolidated and loose "soil") 
samples and store them within the rover and on the Martian surface (as a 
backup) for delivery to a future sample return rocket.  

 Preparing for humans: test oxygen production from the Martian atmosphere. 
 
If you know anything about space research, it takes a long time, and vast effort – so 
perseverance is a great name for something sent to research on our behalf – seeking out 
new life and new civilisations… if you’re a trekie!!! 
 
Who inspires us with their perseverance?  
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What about the perseverance of Dr Martin Luther King – who had a dream of racial 
equality, for which he gave everything – even his life – realising he would not see it in his 
lifetime. What about all those still striving for his dream? 
 
What about those scientists during the pandemic who persevered with research and 
testing to eventually provide us with vaccines that enabled us to come through the 
challenges of covid? Or those who continue to research so many other diseases and 
conditions that we have yet to beat? 
 
OK, so this all sounds fine – keep going and you’ll get there eventually… 
 
What does this have to do with our Christian faith? 
 
What about those who persevere in their faith despite intolerable circumstances that 
might make someone else quit? 
 
What about Corrie Ten Boom – whose family were arrested in the second world war for 
trying to assist Jews. As a result of which Corrie and her family ended up in a 
concentration camp, but Corrie remained faithful to her Christian faith – proclaiming 
there is no hole, no pit, so deep that the love of God is not deeper still. 
 
Mike Rayson was an Australian Methodist minister with a tremendous ministry of song. 
He came over here some years back proclaiming through his songs that we’re not loved 
because we’re worthy, we are worthy ‘cos we’re loved. Shortly after his visit here, his 12 
year old son was killed in a road traffic collision, but Mike persevered to proclaim a 
gospel of love through a world wide ministry of song. Last year after many more crises in 
his ministry, on many occasions being treated shamefully by supposed Christians, he still 
continued to minister about ‘Just Grace’ and the love of God but was called home 
unexpectedly. I couldn’t claim to know him well, but am honoured to have known him 
and we communicated from time to time online. His music remains a source of 
encouragement and hope. 
 
How does our faith support us to live our lives and face the difficulties and challenges of 
existing in a world that so often seems to deny the existence of God? 
 
We have amazing promises such as those spelled out in our reading this morning; 
 
If we have died with Jesus, we will also live with Jesus – if we have given our all over to 
Jesus then he will be faithful and stay close to us.  This is a cast iron promise – but 
something that we might not always ‘feel’. Note though – this is NOT a promise that 
things will be easy. I get very angry with some people who declare ‘Come to Jesus and all 
will be wonderful’ – certainly not Corrie Ten Boom’s experience, not Mike’s experience, 
not Martin Luther King’s experience. Certainly not my experience. BUT that is not what 
we are promised. We are promised “I will be with you always, even to the end of time”… 
As Paul spells out here, that if we endure we will reign with Jesus – that he will be faithful 
– no matter what – because for Jesus to be anything other than faithful would be to deny 
himself. 
 
We need to remember that no matter what trials we might face, Jesus is faithful and will 
be with us. Many of you will know the famous Footprints in the Sand poem where 
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someone compares their life to walking on a beach. They leave their footprints and they 
notice another set walking alongside them – which they are told are those of Jesus. 
However, they also notice that at the hardest times in their life there is frequently only 
one set of footprints, and they admonish Jesus and ask why he left them during the 
hardest periods of their life. Jesus gently corrects them and says "My precious child, I 
love you and will never leave you, during your trials and testings, when you saw only one 
set of footprints, it was then that I carried you." 
 
So we are left with the challenge – will you choose to follow Jesus, trust in his promises, 
and persevere in that faith – no matter what happens, trusting that his word is true and 
he is with you, even to the end of time. 
 
Will you be the soldier, athlete, farmer who is on the Lord’s side? 
 
Will you remember that God is only ever a prayer away? 
 

Father, when trials come, doubts tend to creep into our minds. We wonder 
whether we will feel your presence and experience your power. But you have 
promised to be with us always. So we ask you to help us depend on you to carry 
us through the tough times. Remind us that one day we will live with you, and give 
us the strength to persevere until that day. 
AMEN 

  


