Salem Methodist Church, Watleys End

Factory Road, Watley’s End, Winterbourne, South Gloucestershire. BS36 1QL

10:30am Sunday 13 July 2025

Lectionary:
Deuteronomy 30:9-14
Psalm 25:1-10
Colossians 1:1-14
Luke 10:25-37

Call to Worship With ears ready to hear,
eyes ready to see,
hearts open to God’s love,
let us draw near.

Hymn StF 175 Light of the World You Stepped Down into
Darkness (Here | Am to Worship)

Prayers of Thanksgjving Based on Psalm 25
and Confession God of all the world, in you we trust for you are our
Saviour.

Your faithfulness guides us, your humility inspires us,
your Spirit encourages us and your Word feeds us.
We praise you for all your blessings, all your gifts

and for those you have entrusted to us,

to bless, encourage and care for.

In Jesus’ name. Amen.

God of encouragement,

you bless us by calling us by name:

we are encouraged by your living Word.

You bless us by inviting us to serve you,

and we are encouraged by your living Word.

You bless us through the lives of others,

and we are encouraged by your living Word.

You entrust to us the ministry of blessing others,
that they may be encouraged by your living Word.
To your glory. Amen.

A prayer of confession and an Assurance of forgiveness
A prayer of confession

Refrain: Forgive us when we let them down.

Lord God, it is easy:

to ask you to bless others, but to not bless them
ourselves;

Refrain




Lord’s Prayer (Traditional)

Children’s Address

to ask for encouragement for others, but to not
encourage them ourselves; Refrain

to take others for granted and to not acknowledge
their worth or affirm their efforts; Refrain

to talk the talk but not show faith in action

or hope in perseverance.

Forgive us when we let you down, and reshape us,
in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Assurance of forgiveness

All-knowing God,

you bless us with encouragement in our dark times.
You cheer us on through your Spirit in our better times.
You forgive us for our worst times

and are alongside us at all times. Amen.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.

It's that time of year again, as the school year winds
down towards the summer break, that the supermarkets
are full of boxes of chocolate, ‘best teacher’
mugs/keyrings, and a plethora of cards celebrating the
fact that we have made it to the end of another academic
year. Our children and young people may well be caught
up in creating home-made gifts at home to give to their
‘favourite’ teacher, thanking them for all their work over
the last academic year; and for teaching, helping and
caring for them. | don’'t remember this ever being a ‘thing’
when | was at school and | regret it’s another
Americanism that has somehow wormed its way into our
national psyche.

But what about the teacher pupils don’t like? Maybe an
excellent teacher, but who happens to teach an
unpopular topic, or is responsible for the difficult
students, or has to make the tough decisions? Are they
any less worthy of appreciation?



What about the child whose family cannot fund such
extravagant gifts - how might they feel if all they can give
their favourite teacher is a home made card when
another youngster presents them with a large bouquet?

Why are teachers being singled out for such recognition
in our society? What about the school admin staff, the
grounds people, the cleaners all of whom help a school to
function? Come to think of it, why do we not do anything
for the bus drivers, or shop assistants, or countless
others in our society who work to help make our lives
better?

I’'m not saying we shouldn’t appreciate people, but how
can we do this best?

This is Paul. He was a young man in the youth fellowship
at my home church, who | originally met through the
canoe club we were both part of. Sadly, aged 19, he died
of a brain tumour.

One of the things said of him during his thanksgiving
service, was the way he impressed his teachers because
after every lesson he would stay behind to thank the
teacher for the lesson they’d just taught.

It wasn’t just at school, when we did things together he
would always thank me for my time, if | gave him a lift
home after canoe club, he was always appreciative. He
was always willing to do anything to help out.

A box of chocolates is eaten, then forgotten. A nice mug
will eventually fall out of use. But the life of gratitude and
appreciation that Paul lived, is still commented on by
those who knew him - teachers and peers - 17 years
after his death. Friends of his talk of teaching their
children to thank their teachers as Paul did. His loving
example lives on.

In today’s reading, Paul gives thanks to the church in
Colossae for their faith and ‘love of all God’s people.’
There is something very special about being
acknowledged and appreciated for the work you do, but
how much more wonderful it is to notice someone’s faith
and love?

As the end of term draws near, we too may be limping
towards a much-needed break, or preparing for the
special events of summer, or faithfully setting one foot in
front of the other in consistent service with our groups. It
would be lovely to think that those children, young people
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and families in our care notice our faith and love, but how
about us? Who do we give thanks to? Let us be people
who share these encouraging words with our teams of
volunteers, church leadership, and with every child and
young person we work with throughout the year.

Finally, a word of warning. When Children’s Services were
reorganised to bring together Education and Children’s
Social Care into a single department in Bristol, the first
Director appointed was a former teacher. Towards the
end of July they sent an email to all staff in the
directorate, thanking them for their hard work and
wishing them a good summer break. Intended as a
supportive message, it caused outrage among all those
staff in the directorate who did not work in schools and
who would still be working through the six week ‘holidays’
albeit with maybe a few days off here or there.

Let’s appreciate one another, and love one another as
Jesus commanded us to do...

StF 256 When | Needed a Neighbour

Deuteronomy 30:9-14
Colossians 1:1-14

StF 106 God Whose Almighty Word
Luke 10:25-37

This week our lectionary focuses on Paul’s encouraging
words to the Christians at Colossae and the gospel
reading is the very familiar (perhaps over familiar?) story
we call the Good Samaritan.

In his letter to the church at Colossae, Paul prays that
they ‘may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all
spiritual wisdom and understanding’ (v9). Wisdom is
often in short supply both in our wider society and in the
church, we seem all too often to prefer knowledge, but

“Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit, wisdom is not
putting it in a fruit salad”

Too often we are offered opinion rather than wisdom, all
too often wrapped up as ‘alternative truth’.

Sadly there is also a significant level of dishonesty in our
media and in our politics.



Too many will ‘spin’ stories to reinforce or promote their
cause - sometimes through ideological purposes, other
times to promote self interest, or simply belittle their
opponents.

Our media have been particularly disingenuous in this
respect with often selective reporting.

An example, you might recall at the time of the killing of
Osama Bin Laden, much of the press reported that
Jeremy Corbyn said “It was a shame that the decision
was taken to kill Osama Bin Laden”. This quote was used
to vilify the then leader of the opposition and to paint him
as a terrorist sympathiser. His actual comment was “It
was a shame that the decision was taken to kill Osama
Bin Laden, rather than to effect an arrest and put him on
trial in an open court of law”. A significantly different, and
entirely reasonable, statement that favoured the rule of
law.

Another | have seen on multiple occasions has been the
claim that Keir Starmer, when director of public
prosecutions, blocked the prosecution of Jimmy Saville. A
statement many on the far right use to try and discredit
our prime minister. Conveniently ignoring that during his
lifetime the issues we now think we know about Jimmy
Saville were never fully tested, and that the director of
public prosecutions would have had no involvement in a
charge decision that would be made at a local level - if
any such attempt at charges had been made. The reality
is that prosecutions of paedophiles have never been
higher than during the time Keir Starmer was DPP.

Dishonesty is corrosive, it undermines faith in individuals
and in structures of public accountability.

Sadly we have seen it in the Church where the average
person in the street still thinks that churches are full of
paedophiles, sex offenders and homophobes. Senior
clergy - even as high as the Archbishop of Canterbury -
have been forced out of their roles due to alleged failures
to follow appropriate safeguarding processes, even if
they themselves have not actually engaged in
inappropriate behaviour themselves (and | am not
seeking to challenge or judge any situations). As
Methodists we have not been faultless in this either, and
there are Methodist clergy facing serious actions just as
there are in other denominations.



The unstoppable rise of social media has supported the
distribution of opinion masquerading as fact - especially
on platforms such as Elon Musk’s X (formerly Twitter)
and Trump’s Truth Social where ‘freedom of speech’ is
elevated above objective truth and fact checking is
labelled ‘false news’.

Paul’s words challenge us not just to apply wisdom in our
own lives but also to challenge our politicians to act
wisely and our media to help us to understand what is
and is not true.

We live in a world with so many troubles and challenges.
The unexpected flooding in Texas while here we are
experiencing extreme heatwaves and already our first
hosepipe ban in Yorkshire - is this indication of climate
change that is beginning to be experienced? According to
the current US administration there is no such thing, and
increasingly groups in this country are parroting this view,
in direct contradiction of the scientific community’s
evidence. We may try to ‘do our bit’” with recycling,
reducing fuel use etc, but how committed are we to real
change? What about the mass lobby for climate justice
last Wednesday? Whose responsibility should climate
change be?

There is talk of another possible ceasefire in Gaza, but
hopes of peace seem a long way away - with all sides
increasingly entrenched in their own positions, while
some seem to consider any hint of criticism of the actions
of the Israeli state to be antisemitic. How do we find
reliable sources of truth amongst all that is going on -
particularly where our press agencies are unable to enter
areas to report. Where do we stand as the Methodist
Conference has considered the need for more armed
forces chaplaincy and a review of our position on such
principles as the ‘just war’? With the ongoing conflicts in
Myanmar and Haiti, why do we focus on Ukraine? What
about the US bombing of Iran and ongoing tensions with
Russia?

Closer to home, what about the saga of the Post Office
Horizon IT system, the worst miscarriage of justice in
British legal history, and yet still compensation is not
being sorted for those who were wronged (many of whom
have since died)?

Interestingly it was the satirical magazine Private Eye that
fought for the Sub-Postmasters first, and they are now
questioning the conviction of Lucy Letby...



Where is wisdom and understanding to be found in all
the complex and troubling issues across the world such
as those mentioned above? We cannot afford to be
neutral in these, or any other matters. As the proverb
says “If you choose not to engage in the struggle between
the rich and poor, powerful and oppressed, you are not
being neutral, you are siding with the powerful (or the
rich)”.

Oh, it's too political some will say - but Archbishop
Desmond Tutu was right when he asked what Bible
people are reading if they think religion and politics do
not mix. Both are essential to a functioning society
because they are about people, the way they live and the
way they treat one another. They cannot be mutually
exclusive.

In checking the Desmond Tutu quote, | was surprised to
see this one from Albert Eistein too... “Those who believe
that politics and religion do not mix, understand neither.”

In our other reading, the Good Samaritan is a story told
as a teaching aid; there is no claim that this person is
real.

The hero is presented as a no-nonsense individual who
sees beyond conventions, rituals and potential dangers,
to provide the necessary help.

Those who society would have expected to assist, passed
by on the other side. Instead it is the ‘hated’ Samaritan
who is portrayed as the one who does right.

When | was a teenager in Sheffield our church drama
group portrayed this story as the Parable of the Good
Punk Rocker - using a script by the York based Riding
Lights Theatre company. The idea being to show it was
the one considered an undesirable who stepped up.
Today some might think of the good skinhead, the good
knife-carrier, the good City fan (or should that be good
Rovers fan?) and so on...

For the Samaritan, this scenario has nothing to do with
self-interest. The Samaritan could easily, like the others,
have shaken his head in pseudo sympathy, perhaps even
saying a prayer, and continued on his way.

However, Jesus says he was moved with compassion,
went out of his way to help, and used things at his
disposal (resources and time) to make a difference to an
injured person.
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Compassion, or empathy, are central to the Christian
message. It is deeply disturbing that the world’s richest
man ( in supporting the President of the USA) thinks

that empathy is a problem, not a solution. Lamenting so
called ‘bleeding heart liberals’ who want to see health for
all, support for the poor, a welcome for the dispossessed.

The rise of the far right, and particularly their claim to
Christianity, is an increasingly challenging situation for
the church. My former colleague, Revd Dr Helen Paynter,
has recently published a book on The Church, The Far
Right and the Claim to Christianity in which she examines
these challenging movements. With less than 10% of
people in this country attending church, it is perverse that
the far right are trying to reinstate a ‘Christian’ country,
but based on principles that Jesus would not recognise
as in anyway Christian.

When it comes to complex and fraught matters where
judgement, integrity and wisdom are required, Jesus is
still telling us to ‘g¢o and do likewise’, or, to put it another
way, do the right thing by other human beings and if
you’re not sure what the ‘right thing’ might be, then ask
yourself “What Would Jesus Do"?

StF 249 Jesu, Jesu, Fill us with your Love
By local worship leader.
StF 677 Christ is Made the Sure Foundation

As we go out in the world today,

help us to treasure the encouraging words we have
heard.

May our mouths be full of encouraging words for others.
Help us to look out for opportunities to share them this
week.

Amen.



Hymn Ideas

A charge to keep | have

All creatures of our God and King

By the grace of God alone

Celebrate all human beauty

Christ is made the sure foundation
Come and find the quiet centre
Come, learn of God’s kingdom, the
kingdom of light

Don’t close your eyes because the night is dark
Everlasting, ever true

Forgiven, forgiven (Knott)

God is working his purpose out, as year
succeeds to year

God! When human bonds are broken
I’m bare before you, O risen Jesus
Jesus, lover of my soul

Jesus, the source of all our joy

Lord, teach us how to pray aright

Oh, my soul, downcast within me
Seek the Lord who now is present
Teach me to dance...

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near
Who would true valour see



Sermon



Scripture Readings

Deuteronomy 30:9-14

9 and the Lord your God will make you abundantly prosperous in all your undertakings, in
the fruit of your body, in the fruit of your livestock, and in the fruit of your soil. For

the Lord will again take delight in prospering you, just as he delighted in prospering your
ancestors, 19when you obey the Lord your God by observing his commandments and
decrees that are written in this book of the law, because you turn to the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul.

Exhortation to Choose Life

11 “Surely, this commandment that | am commanding you today is not too hard for you,
nor is it too far away. 121t is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will go up to heaven
for us and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?’ 13 Neither is it beyond the
sea, that you should say, ‘Who will cross to the other side of the sea for us and get it for
us so that we may hear it and observe it?’ 14 No, the word is very near to you; it is in your
mouth and in your heart for you to observe.



Psalm 25:1-10
Prayer for Guidance and for Deliverance
Of David.

1To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
20 my God, in you | trust;
do not let me be put to shame;
do not let my enemies exult over me.
3 Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame;
let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous.

4 Make me to know your ways, O Lord;
teach me your paths.

5Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation;
for you | wait all day long.

6 Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love,
for they have been from of old.

7 Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
according to your steadfast love remember me,
for the sake of your goodness, O Lord!

8 Good and upright is the Lord;
therefore he instructs sinners in the way.

9 He leads the humble in what is right
and teaches the humble his way.

10 All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness,
for those who keep his covenant and his decrees.



Colossians 1:1-14

Salutation

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
2To the saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father.

Paul Thanks God for the Colossians

31n our prayers for you we always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 4 for we
have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the

saints, 5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. You have heard of this hope
before in the word of the truth, the gospel 6that has come to you. Just as it is bearing
fruit and growing in the whole world, so it has been bearing fruit among yourselves from
the day you heard it and truly comprehended the grace of God. 7 This you learned from
Epaphras, our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on

our behalf, 8and he has made known to us your love in the Spirit.

9 For this reason, since the day we heard it, we have not ceased praying for you and
asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding, 10 so that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you
bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God. 11 May you be
made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, so that you may
have all endurance and patience, joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has
enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has rescued us
from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.



Luke 10:25-37

The Parable of the Good Samaritan

25 An expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must | do to
inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read
there?” 27 He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind and your neighbour as
yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will
live.”

29 But wanting to vindicate himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbour?”

30 Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into the
hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and took off, leaving him half dead. 31 Now
by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the
other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on
the other side. 33 But a Samaritan while traveling came upon him, and when he saw him
he was moved with compassion. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, treating
them with oil and wine. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and
took care of him. 35The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper,
and said, ‘Take care of him, and when | come back | will repay you whatever more you
spend.’ 36 Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbour to the man who fell into
the hands of the robbers?”

37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”
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